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March, “Magna Charta” (1927)

This march was composed as a tribute to one of the most important documents in the history of
English-speaking nations. Sousa was honoring a request of the International Magna Charta Day
Association, which was urging the annual observance of Magna Charta Day on June 15.

Paul E. Bierley, The Works of John Philip Sousa (Westerville, Ohio: Integrity Press, 1984), 69. Used by permission.
Editorial Notes

Introduction (m. 1-4): True to many Sousa marches from this late era, the introduction is played
short and punchy. The syncopated half notes in m. 2 and 3 should be well marked as indicated,
and all notes played with a bounce.

First Strain (m. 4-21): Sousa originally had this whole strain marked at fortississimo (fff), which
was not only a bit unusual for him, but also does not allow for much shaping. The editorial
dynamics change this to follow the contour of the chromatic line up to the main melody here.
Save the fff for the last four measures of the strain both times and be sure to play the quarter
notes with the same bounce and vigor as the introduction. Accents in the percussion are added
throughout the strain to punctuate this strong melody. The second time through is played exactly
the same as the first.

Second Strain (m. 21-39): Some of the usual orchestration changes occur here: E-flat clarinet,
cornets, trombones, and cymbals are facet the first time, and all others play at a mezzo-forte
dynamic. Piccolo may continue to play both times because of the sprightly nature of the
decorated melody. The vigorous and bouncy articulation should continue here, even at the softer
dynamic, and the grace notes in alto clarinet and alto saxophone should be quick and slightly
accented. Slurs can be added into the clarinet parts as indicated, but only if needed. All
instruments are back in on the pick-up note in the first ending and play at the original forte
dynamic second time through. Accents and a sfz are added in the percussion parts the second
time only.

Trio (m. 39-55): E-flat clarinet, cornets, and cymbals are tacet once again. Trombones are also
marked tacet, but they may play softy here at the discretion of the conductor if more harmonic
support is desired. Everyone plays at a base piano dynamic, but with great expression and a
cantabile quality.

Break Strain (m. 55-71): All are back in at the indicated surprise fortissimo dynamic for this
strain. This is one of Sousa’s more interesting harmonic progressions in a break strain. While
preserving the vigorous articulations, care should also be taken to play these chords with good
intonation leading to the unisons in m. 63. Keep the dynamic energy up all the way from m. 63 to
the accented fully diminished chord on beat two in m. 70. The cymbal crashes in these bars can
be let to ring, highlighting the repeated accents of this extension.

Final Strain (m. 71-89): E-flat clarinet, cornets, trombones, and cymbals are facet once again
and all others play at a subito mezzo-piano first time. Piccolo can play here both times. All



instruments are back in at fortissimo for the repeat of the break strain, which is performed
exactly as before, and the final strain is played at the original fortissimo this time. A sffz accent is
traditionally added in the percussion in m. 79 second time at the midpoint of the melody.
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¢
Q
j..1
IVE
v

This Edition in the Public Domain - 2024
As played by “The President’s Own” United States Marine Band



March
MAGNA CHARTA

2nd Oboe (1928) JOHN PHILIP SOUSA
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2nd Bb Clarinet (1928)
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JOHN PHILIP SOUSA
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MAGNA CHARTA

Bb Tenor Saxophone (1928) JOHN PHILIP SOUSA

March Tempo. [Play bottom notes if only one player.]
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MAGNA CHARTA
(1928)

JOHN PHILIP SOUSA

Bass Trombone
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